
Dear Frontline & FACE the Children Partners; 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus from the Philippines. We hope and pray you are well and enjoying 
the goodness of God in your daily life. 

 

We could not be more pleased then to send photos of Elmer Ban-
dulesa. For those of you who were at our fundraiser on March 5th, 
you may remember the photo at the left? It’s the photo we used 
in our presentation to explain the plight of this young boy, who 
had been abandoned, with his brother, at a public market three 
years earlier. 

We are not sure how many of you would have understood this, 
but we had no way of knowing if we would ever be able to locate 
this child again. Rhoda Beloso (our secretary) had taken his 
photo one day, and got a bit of his story. She sent it to me while 
we were still in the USA. When we got the email and read the 
information, and saw his picture, it broke our hearts all over 
again, and we just cried. No child at 8 years old deserves to be 
abandoned on the streets alone. (Elmer is now 11). When we did 
find him (after three visits to Binan) it was a very happy moment 
for all off us. 

He has now been with us for six weeks, and his life really is in the process of change. Yesterday he 
was disciplined by one of our Filipino staff for fighting. Afterwards he came running to our house 
and just cried and cried. Afterwards he sat up, got over it, came and gave me a big hug, and said, 
“sorry Daddy”. Then he apologized to the others as well. It gave me great joy to know he is now 
experiencing a normal life… one with boundaries and consequences established by real love. 

Elmer has been going to some of the summer school classes at the Frontline Christian Academy. 
He is doing well, and is smart. But it’s definitely a big adjust-
ment for him to learn to sit and concentrate again. Regular 
classes begin June 13th, and we have told him that when 
he finishes ten PACES (study books) he will get the bicycle 
he has been praying for… which elicits a huge smile! He’s 
really excited to have his first bike. 

Other Street Children 

Though we are not recognized as an orphanage yet, the 
Department of Social Welfare (DSWD) has given us permis-
sion to care for kids at our Center. Every day we have about 
a dozen street children coming to the center for food, to wash up, to change their 
clothes for clean ones, and to get medical attention. They also are very attentive 
for the Bible lessons provided each day prior to the meal. 

They enjoy coming to the Center, and appreciate the love given them; love obvi-
ously not found at “home.” Many of the street kids have homes to go to at night, 
but many would as much prefer to sleep on the streets. We also learned that, 
when they come to the Center for a few hours during the day, it affects how much 
money they can garner from begging, and when they go home with less money 
they find themselves in hot water with their parents (or guardian). Can you imag-
ine being sent out every day as a child to roam the streets and beg for Pesos? 

Elmer at his former 
“home”  on the streets 

Elmer is thrilled to meet new 
friends at FCA and to start 

learning again! 
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Dressed and Ready 
for Church Service 

Rhoda Lynn Giving a Bible Lesson to 
the Street Children (top). Afterwards 
Having a Meal Together (bottom). 


